
OCTOBER 2014

Our Next Meeting

Monday, November 3
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of 9th & Madison, Corvallis 
Meeting starts promptly  
at 7:00 pm

Kat Sloma
Photography: A Tool for the Fine Artist

Is painting from photographs inconsistent with the creative process? 
Kat Sloma, a 2D artist employs photography as her medium to create 
stunning images that go beyond the click of the shutter. She will show 
us how photography can help artists working in other mediums be 
more creative. See will discuss how she finds inspiration, takes pictures, 
and uses apps, computer programs designed to run on smartphones, 
tablet computers and other mobile devices, to create her work. Are you 
suffering from technophobia? Kat will ease your fear of using a camera 
and technology as she shares her process to help us judge a photo and 
decides what software to use. 

Through sharing her personal experiences, she will help you find the 
confidence to share your unique vision of the world. Don’t miss this 
intriguing, creative presentation on November 3rd. 

n
 
Kat Sloma is a photographer and writer who is balancing her artistic 
practice between family life, a corporate job as an engineering program 
manager, while teaching photography workshops and creativity 
eCourses. At Kat Eye Studio you will find examples of her artistic work 
along with suggestions and encouragement for ways to engage in your 
own creative journey. 

Kat is getting ready for the Philomath Open Studio Tour on October 
25-26 and November 1-2. She welcomes you to her studio. 

Editor’s Note: Read Richard Helmick’s Rant this month on page 5 for an 
interesting view of art and photography  

Luminous, digital art, Kat Sloma



This Month’s CAG 
Challenge
TABLESCAPES

“What’s a tablescape?” you might 
ask. Start with the idea that it is an  
artistic arrangement of articles on a 
table.  But it just as easily could be 
an unusual vantage point of a table, 
or a scene that features tables

Remember the monthly challenges 
are a great opportunity to try a 
totally new subject, medium, and/
or style. 

Give it a go and show us your 
interpretation at our November 
meeting. 

MEMBER NEWS and OPPORTUNITIES

Congratulations 
to New Exhibiting 
Members

Therese Misner
Jack Larson
Beth Frolander Peterman
Michel Allan Moore
Stephanie Bernell

A list of exhibit opportunities is 
available online at: corvallis art 
guild hanging around town

WANTED: Front  Desk volunteers for The Arts Center. Do you like to 
surround yourself with art, be stimulated interacting with the public and/or like 
to give back to the community with some of your time?  If  YES, and you can 
serve 2.5 hours per week on an on-going and/or on a fill-in basis, please contact 
ArtShop manager, Chelsea Van Denend at chelsea@theartscenter.net.

Special Election at the 
December Meeting 

Get involved in your Guild. 
Open board positions are 

President and  
Secretary/Membership.  
For complete position 
descriptions contact  

Joseph Pfeiffer-Herbert
(joseherb@gmail.com) 

Weekly Critique Group
All local artists are welcome to come 
to a weekly art critique group at the 
Old World Deli.  They meet at 9:30 
and usually continue until about 11.  
You are invited to bring some art 
work either completed or in progress. 
All kinds of art media and subjects are 
welcome.  Bob Stebbins, stebbinr@
peak.org, 541 754 8039.

Get A Head Start
Here is a list of upcoming 
challenges so you can start 
painting now!

December: interiors
February: architecture
March: movement
April: virtual paintout using 
Google Earth Street View of 
Isle of Man 
May: clouds

Call to Artists’
SOMETHING RED 2014
The 12th Annual SOMETHING 
RED juried show brings the art in the 
community to downtown Salem.

Artists benefit from the sales and 
exposure of their work on display in 
Salem businesses during the month of 
December.

Download the prospectus at:
http://www.somethingred.org/2014-
prospectus/

This event is hosted by the nonprofit 
Artists in Action (AiA), a group of 
diverse, dedicated artists and artisans 
working to create stronger ties with 
each other and with the communities 
of the Salem area. 

Questions or comments?  Please 
contact the 2014 Something Red 
Committee Chair, Therese Misner, 
at 503-602-0444 or e-mail,tesiart@
hotmail.com

Got News?
Share events, awards, workshops and news! Submissions to CAG Brushstrokes is 
the third Wednesday of the month for inclusion in the next issue.  Please send 
your Brushstrokes submissions to Marianne Post: mapost@mac.com

ART IN THE VALLEY, a 
cooperative gallery operated by 
artists from the Willamette Valley is 
presently accepting applications for 
membership. The gallery changes 
exhibits each month featuring a 
different artist throughout the year.  
Gallery receptions are typically 
held near the beginning of each 
month.  Contact Hope Meados, 
Membership Chair for an application., 
thmeados@q.com

http://corvallisartguild.org
http://corvallisartguild.org
mailto:stebbinr%40peak.org?subject=Crtique%20Group
mailto:stebbinr%40peak.org?subject=Crtique%20Group
mailto:mapost%40mac.com?subject=brushstrokes%20announcement


Return to Creativity
by Brynn Carter

The best thing I’ve done since retirement was to join the 
Corvallis Art Guild.  That was in September 2011.  I’d spent 
nearly 40 years doing parent and worker-bee things, and 
in that time, I lost all my confidence as an artist.  I’ve since 
found that many adults tell the same story.  And so I’m 
writing to let others know that it’s entirely possible to get 
back in touch with your creativity, and it’s such fun!

Somehow, I mustered up the courage … seriously … that’s 
what it took, to draw three trite pieces to enter for jurying 
in as an exhibiting CAG member.  I had NO idea whether 
I would be accepted.  I think the jurying team was being 
nice.  And my response was, “Phew!”  :-)

At my first CAG meeting, I stood up to be introduced with 
other new members.  Among them were Elly Love and 
Marianne Post, who are now both friends and mentors.
That evening I heard Claudia 
Weintraub mention CAG 
Critique Groups.  I had never 
participated in a critique group, 
and it seemed like a great idea, 
so I joined one.  

I was very anxious before that 
first critique meeting.  I had no 
idea what to expect, and there 
were really talented artists in 
our group, including Margie 
Kinch and Lynn Powers.  My 
art was so fledgling, and I didn’t 
know what to say about anything.  
But the members were kind, 
supportive and encouraging.  By 
just listening, I learned a lot.

At some point that first evening, I admitted to having a 
degree in art, and added that I’d never had a painting class.  
It was Claudia who said, “How could that be?  A degree in 
art and no painting class?”

Well, she got me thinking, so I went home that night and 
checked my transcripts.  I DID have a painting class.  It was 
in 1968 and I got a B.  But quite obviously, I got nothing 
out of it.  

Someone suggested taking a painting class at Benton 
Center.  The very next day, I registered for one.  And I have 
taken a class with Mark Allison every term since.  But at 
the first Beginning Painting class, when Mark had set up a 

harmless little still life, I was totally inhibited by my lack of 
confidence.  I couldn’t sketch a cylinder correctly without 
Mark’s assistance.  And my subsequent painting of a color 
wheel is absolutely ugly.  I still have it, if you want proof.
Nevertheless, I was on the move…retuning to creativity.  

The first year I was a CAG member, a Brushstrokes article 
was pleading for someone to chair the Clothesline Sale.  
Without a chair, the article warned, we will not have the 
51st annual Clothesline Sale of Art.  Well that was a cue to 
ramp up my involvement.  I might not have been confident 
drawing a cylinder, but I knew I could head an event.

So between an interview with Rick Lorraine and handing 
off of a hefty Procedures Notebook 
by Mike Bergen, I was anointed 
as Clothesline Sale Chair.  And the 
only mistake I’ve really felt bad 
about during my three years in 
the role, happened that first event, 
when I had the port-a-potty people 
put their big, plastic station too 
close to Kristen Hager’s space.  

Nevertheless, I was involved in 
the Corvallis arts community 

and learning.  And as I got acquainted with other 
artists, and felt comfortable talking about art, I 
learned and my confidence grew.  I truly enjoyed 
our CAG meetings.  Many of the presenters were 
inspiring.  Remember when Donna Beverly spoke 
and was holding an umbrella, to emphasize the 
importance of light and less light?  And the great 

presentation on using a sketch book by Ken O’Connell.  

And then there was the meeting when a panel stressed 
the benefits of using social media to market our art.  Well, 
I’ve taken something to heart from each presentation, 
and as a result, my knowledge, skills and confidence have 
improved greatly since 2011.  I’ve returned to the level of 
creative enthusiasm that I enjoyed as a young person.  No, 
actually, I’m more energized about being creative than I’ve 
ever been.  And I’ve decided that there’s something really 
significant for me to do with my remaining years.  That 
is to actively encourage everyone — young and older — 
to be in touch with their creative energies, and to enjoy 
them fully.  My return to creativity has been a wonderful 
experience.  So these days I am intent on telling people, 
that if I can regain my skills and confidence after a two-
score hiatus, they can too.     
   

Drawings by Brynn Carter



CAG Members 
Participate at the 
Fall Festival with 
Demos, Quick 
Draws and Guild 
Booth



Richard Rants
by Richard Helmick

The Psychology of Photographs

As the summer comes to an end, I’ve been lamenting the close of the 
plein air painting and drawing season. It occurred to me that plein air 
work may be the last surviving vestige of direct-from-life creation of 
art. The last unbroken connection among mind, eye, hand, and psy-
chology survives only in plein air painting and drawing. In the winter, 
artists tend to work from reference photographs; or perhaps, even an 
unabashed appropriation of photographs. This removes the artist at 
least one step from his/her subject. The direct reaction to environment 
is broken.

As this sad violin refrain played in my mind, my thoughts, inexplicably, 
turned to Robert Rauschenberg and his practice of walking around 
the city block where his studio was located collecting scraps, garbage 
really, to incorporate into his art. His self-imposed rule was to walk 
around adjacent blocks only if he failed to find suitable garbage in 
his block. That garbage often included scraps of photographs as well 
as real objects. Back in his studio he might paste these scraps of 
photographs onto his canvas or turn them into screen prints applied 
to his canvas where he also pasted real objects along with brush 
loads of drippy paint. Why didn’t I think those photographs broke 
Rauschenberg’s psychological connection with his environment? Then 
I remembered Rauschenberg being quoted as saying he worked in 
the gap between art and life where found items equaled “life” and 
paint, canvas, and context equaled “art.” He liked to call his work 
“combines.” His work was all about an unbroken connection between 
his psychology and his environment, and that psychology included the 
psychology of photographs. Oh, I feel better now.

—Richard

Top to Bottome:
Robert Rauschenberg, Night Grip, 
1966, lithograph

Robert Rauschenberg, Untitled 
Combine, 1963

Robert Rauschenberg, Canyon, 
1958



This year there will be over 30 artists at 15 studios and two 
wine tasting rooms on the tour. CAG Artists on the tour 
this year are Mike Bergen, Carolee Clark, Faye Cummins, 
Debi Lyn Friedlander, Jana Johnson, Doyle Leek, Kate 
McGee, Sabine Miner, Kris Mitchell, Marianne Post, 
Judith Sander,  Kat Sloma, and Debbie Sundbaum-
Sommers. 

Download the Tour map from the POST website or grab a 
copy at the Arts Center in Corvallis or the Benton County 
Museum.  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Corvallis Arts Center Thanks You!
Since opening our doors in 1963, artists have been at the 
core of our operations. You share with us your creative 
energies, as well as your memberships, donations, your 
teaching skills, AND your Art! 

Please join us and share your thoughts about what your 
community arts center should be:

Friday, October 24, 5-7 pm -  
The Arts Center Main Gallery

Come have a beverage and a nosh  
(provided by the Board of Directors)

Share your dreams of where our arts community should be 
in 5-10 years

How can we get you more connected with The Arts Center?
If you can't be there, I hope you'll take a minute to email 
me your thoughts! (Cynthia@theartscenter.net)

Thanks and see you there.

The Arts Center
700 SW Madison Ave, Corvallis 

www.theartscenter.net

The Corvallis Arts Walk is a new monthly art walk that 
happens on the third Thursday of every month, starting at 
4pm. The Arts Walk will tour many of Corvallis’ fine art 
galleries, along with non-gallery artistic events. Walkers 
will stop for dinner or drinks at a Corvallis restaurant after 
the tour.

For more information and list of participating venues, visit 
http://www.corvallisartswalk.blogspot.com


